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TAKE A BOW 

Welcome to the Fall 2015 issue of STRIDES, where we reflect on the successes and 
accolades of the year gone by, and look ahead to exciting developments on the 
horizon.

As any academic will testify, once past the Spring break mark around March and 
April, the year seems to push itself into high gear, whirling through class expeditions, 
examinations and graduations to finish a quick, final glory lap around the summer 
holidays, landing us right at the start of a brand new academic season, looking 
forward to new and old routines and fresh challenges for the months ahead.

And before the year accelerates again, we’d like to take this opportunity to celebrate 
the tremendous achievements of Esol students across our schools. Our opening 
photo feature presents vignettes from our commencement ceremonies, as 
we proudly sent off another cohort of bright and articulate graduates to pursue 
higher education at the world’s top universities. We’d like to congratulate our 
alumni for their perseverance and hard work, 
as well as their families for their support and 
encouragement. 

Deira International School (DIS) sends us 
news about a budding mathematician, 
Shuntaro Muto, whose Olympiad 
performance has landed him in the world’s 
top 100 students, while students at the American International School in Cyprus 
(AISC) were recognized for their valuable contributions to the preservation of a 
national archeological site. Apart from breaking records with its performance at 
the Lebanon Model United Nations (MUN), the Universal College-Aley (UCA) MUN 
team also sent one representative to this year’s world conference in New York, part 
of the 10-delegate group honored as the Best Delegation.

Several commendable community service programs also saw our students 
contributing to global causes. Students at American International School in Abu 
Dhabi (AISA) and Cairo English School (CES) rallied to raise funds for the Nepal 
earthquake relief efforts, while the American International School in Egypt – West 
Campus strengthened its association with the StARS organization for refugee 
relief. 

Congratulations are also due to the team behind the recently announced American 
School Hong Kong, who is hard at work during these pre-opening stages, preparing 
to welcome students as soon as 2016, marking the launch of Esol Education in East 
Asia. We also feature a one-on-one piece with Dr. Joseph Nettikaden, Esol’s Chief 
Information Officer (CIO), also named among the Middle East’s top 100. Finally, we 
catch up with a group of teachers, some of whom have worked with Esol schools for 
over 15 years, and ask them about their experiences over the years.

And with this, we’d like to wish you all an exhilarating and eventful year ahead. Please 
do send any feedback or suggestions to strides@esoleducation.com.

Sincerely,
The Esol Education Team
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opportunity to celebrate the 
tremendous achievements 
of Esol students across our 

schools
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From the inner city neighborhood of Spanish Harlem, a little Ukrainian village, the wide open skies of Montana and 
the tropical plains of Senegal to the cultural beauty of Vienna, nostalgic quarters of Beirut and the invigorating 
ocean views of Monterey Bay, educators at Esol Education’s schools bring with them an unbelievable array of 
teaching experiences. United by their passion to help young people learn, an innate curiosity about diverse 
cultures, an enthusiasm for continuous learning, and a sprinkling of wanderlust, many teachers who left their 
home cities for a career in international education have found a supportive family within Esol and its schools, 
some for up to 20 years! STRIDES talks to a group of these teachers and discovers more about what has 
motivated them to stay.

 
“When one thinks about Esol one primarily thinks about the people who make up this organization, with whom 

one has formed lasting relationships,” shared Dr. Walther Hetzer who has served as Director at both the American International School in Abu Dhabi (AISA) 
and the American International School in Egypt-West (AISE-W) in Cairo, spending over six years with the organization.  “I got very attached to both schools, to 
people, from the workers to the teachers and administrators. In both, I felt very supported by the Board. In both, I loved interactions with students.”

Laramie Shockie, IB English Teacher and Department Head at American International School in Cyprus (AISC), echoed Director Hetzer’s sentiments, expressing 
that her experiences have been made rewarding through the many wonderful people she has met in her six years with Esol while teaching at three different Esol 
schools: “There are a lot of GREAT people working within Esol Education, and I have made lifelong connections with many, in all three locations. At every school, 
the faculty, staff, and administration are professional and ‘on the same page’ as me.”

Patrick Hould, who has been with Esol for six years and is currently Elementary/Middle School Principal at Universal 
American School (UAS), Dubai, added, “The extraordinary people I have met, the friendships I have forged, and the 
adventures I have experienced have truly left an indelible mark on me personally.  I always tell my family and friends back 
home that a school is a school is a school, wherever it may be, but the people are the energy that makes the environment 
special.  I have been blessed to be a part of both the AISE and UAS communities.”

Samantha Pelstring, KG2 Teacher at UAS, has taught for five years with Esol schools, including her previous roles as 
Pre-K and KG1 teacher at AISE, and reveals that her career with Esol has also provided her an opportunity to grow 
as a teacher: “This includes the opportunity to teach at different grade levels and also pursue my own professional 
development goals. Our leadership team is always willing to help me in what I am doing in and out of the classroom. I 
really wanted to go back to school to get a Masters in Education but at the same time, I wanted to keep working. The Esol 
administration have been and continue to be very supportive in allowing me to do personal projects within AISE and UAS 
to work towards my masters degree and my principalship certification,” she added.

Collaboration, participation in decision-making and professional opportunities all rank highly on the teachers’ lists. 
Soha El Andary, ELL Specialist at AISA for eight years, had previously spent three years prior to that at Esol’s Lebanon 
school, Universal College – Aley (UCA). At AISA she worked on establishing the school’s ELL program, with the 
unhesitating support of the Principal. Soha came across a standardized test for identifying the levels of the English 
Language Learners, and a program to guide their language development: “When we approached the Principal and 
expressed our desire to purchase both - the test and the program – [the administration] was supportive and provided 
the money needed for 2 consecutive years to buy the [materials].”

Patrick agrees, “Working for Esol Education, you will never lack for supplies and resources; you will have multiple 
opportunities to attend professional development opportunities; you will find that the ethos of the schools is student-
centered and very supportive of staff; and you will find that the school community is a vibrant learning environment.”

Merrian Gagnon, Grade 2 Classroom Teacher at AISC for the past year, and at AISE-Main prior to that, also believes 
that Esol is strongly committed to its teachers. “There is a certain amount of satisfaction and security that comes with 
this knowledge. If you have the right balance of personal and professional happiness, then you know you’ve found the 
right place to stay beyond your two-year contract.”

So what should educators consider when thinking about a career at Esol Education? Dr. Hetzer shared: “Give it a try if you are looking for schools with a sense 
of community, not rigid and set in their ways, but always aiming to become better. If you are looking for an organization, which would encourage you to consider 
another of its schools once, you end your tenure. Schools, which are strongly linked with the communities they find themselves in. School which value group 
effort, where the ‘team’ is important and where common agreements are reached about what constitutes learning. Where people easily become and stay 
friends. I think the only truly relevant ‘long term’ consideration lies in the fact that education is changing continuously and profoundly. So if you wish to remain in 
it and be successful, be part of that change.”

Esol Education will open its ninth school, 
American School Hong Kong (ASHK), in 
September 2016 after being selected by 
the Hong Kong Education Bureau through 
a competitive bidding process. This marks the launch of Esol’s flagship East Asian school, 
joining the organization’s network of eight international schools across Dubai, Abu Dhabi, 
Egypt, Lebanon, and Cyprus. 

“Like our 10,500 existing students, the children at the American School Hong Kong will be 
provided a challenging curriculum, exceptional extra-curricular and service opportunities, 
and a gateway to the world’s leading universities,” said Esol Education Chairman Mr. Walid 
Abushakra. “Our graduating seniors from the Classes of 2015 are currently attending top 
institutions such as Stanford University, Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT), 
Columbia University, University of California - Berkley, London School of Economics 
(LSE), University of Toronto, McGill University, and many more,” he added. 

ASHK will offer an accredited American educational program delivered by North American teachers, guided by Esol Education’s forty year track record of 
educational expertise in establishing and operating premium international schools worldwide. Located in Tai Po in the New Territories, the school will offer a 
holistic education to its students, promoting their full intellectual, physical, moral and social development. A strong STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, 
Arts and Mathematics) focus will be a key characteristic of the school, along with a nature program, that will take advantage of the school’s lush, green 
surroundings. 

The school will initially open for Kindergarten through Grade 6, basing its curriculum on the US Common Core. ASHK will then evolve to a full-scale K-12 school, 
offering the International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme (IBDP) in Grades 11 and 12, in addition to a US High School Diploma and Advanced Placement 
options. The spacious school site will undergo a full renovation and upgrade before ASHK’s 2016 opening. 

“It’s a great privilege for us to be selected by the Hong Kong Education Bureau, and we look forward to making a positive contribution to the growth of this 
wonderful city by providing a world-class education for its children,” added Mr. Abushakra.

For more information, please visit www.ashk.hk.

ESOL’S AMERICAN SCHOOL HONG KONG  
TO OPEN IN 2016
Hong Kong Education Bureau selects Dubai-based international school operator to establish and operate new 
American school in Tai Po

[American School Hong Kong] 
marks the launch of Esol’s 
flagship East Asian school

INTO THE FUTURE
Relive the proud moments of our graduation 
ceremonies around the world as Esol’s Class of 2015 
step into the future

The end of the every academic year heralds graduation season, a time for 
our senior classes to reflect on their learning journey and celebrate their 
many successes. STRIDES brings you a photo journey through our nine 
ceremonies at Esol Education school campuses in Dubai, Abu Dhabi, Cairo, 
Cyprus and Lebanon. 

FAMILY TIES

This issue, STRIDES meets a group of teachers who have 
resisted the allure of the international teaching circuit to make 
themselves home at Esol Education

   The extraordinary people  
I have  met, the friendships  

I have forged, and the 
adventures I have experienced 
have truly left an indelible mark 

on me personally
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With so many exciting developments in the field of technology and learning, 
Dr. Joseph Nettikaden, Esol’s Chief Information Officer, gives us an insight 
into current initiatives, and what Esol schools can look forward to in the 
coming years.

1. Tell us a little about your background and experience?

I am a technocrat at heart, and I strive to leverage technology to achieve 
educational goals and realize the vision of the organization. I have worked 
in the field of technology strategy and operations for various business 
organizations, including marketing research and software companies for 
over 15 years, and now in education for the last 7 years. I consider myself 
to be a lifelong learner and try to model this with my peers and colleagues.

2. During your past seven years with the organization, you have had   
the opportunity to supervise the development and integration of 
technology at Esol Education schools. How far have we come?

Over the past seven years, we have developed a vision and have establised 
specific goals, infrastructure and policies, providing professional 
development and other pilot initiatives to gather data to drive future policies. 
Going forward we will use the data from these initiatives and activities in 

the classroom to see 
how we can best align 
the use of technology 
to enhance learning 
outcomes for 
students.

3. What is Esol Education’s outlook on technology and learning? 

Esol Education believes firmly that technology is an integral component of 
the learning process and strives to integrate technology in the classroom 
in a way that enhances the learning outcomes of students and provides 
teachers and parents with insights into the learning process of students.

4. What’s the most exciting thing you’ve seen recently emerge in
education technology? 

Augmented Reality and 3D printing are two leading trends and seem to have 
a lot of potential in engaging students in the learning process. In my opinion it 
takes the engagement level of students at all grade levels to an entirely new 
height. Increasing student engagement in the learning process has a direct 
correlation to learning outcomes.

Both these technologies give students the opportunity to visualize, touch 
and feel their own creations and enhance their level of comprehension. It 
also helps them exercise their creativity and problem solving skills.  

5. With the expanding use of technology in every sphere, and learning     
curves getting steeper as more sophisticated systems develop, are 
children today being adequately prepared? What more could be 
done by parents? By teachers?

Technology can be used in many ways for different purposes. I think one of 
the key aspects that needs much emphasis is in the area of digital citizenship 
and the etiquettes of the use of technology. This is an area where parents 
and teachers can certainly provide guidance and be role models to establish 
a good foundation.

6. What can Esol schools look forward to in the area of technology 
in the coming years?

We are in the process of adopting Apple technologies as the platform for 
implementing one-to-one mobile device programs at all our schools over 
the next three years. As part of our ongoing school improvement efforts we 
will focus on the standardization of technology tools for the development 
of best practices, and the use of data towards school performance 
improvement, with a primary focus on student learning outcomes.

SCHOOL NEWS

Augmented Reality and 3D printing 
are two leading trends and seem to 
have a lot of potential in engaging 
students in the learning process

TECHNOLOGICALLY YOURS
Hear more about the latest developments in ed-tech as STRIDES meets with Joseph Nettikaden, Esol 
Education’s CIO, recently designated as one of the Middle East’s 2015’s top 100 CIOs, by Computer News 
Middle East (CNME).

RAPID FIRE

   1. Windows, Android or iOS?
         iOS

   2. Chrome, Safari or Firefox?
         Chrome

   3. Your most recent gadget obsession?
         Virtual Reality eyewear

   4. Your favorite mobile app?
         Skype

   5. Your technology idol?
         Too many to name, Ray Kurzweil (Futurist) &  
         Lou Gerstner (Former CEO of IBM)

   6. All time favorite video game?
         Pole Position (Atari)

   7. Your last search on Google?
         Directions

   8. Pet technology peeve?
         Not having enough bandwidth

   9. Wearable tech – wave of the future or passing fad?
         Wave of the future

10. Favorite gadget store?
         Brookstone
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AISA students embark on a life-changing “Week 
Without Walls” trip to Nepal 

By: Jocelyn Spears, AISA Assistant Principal 
        Medyyah Bani Tamim, Student – Grade 8 

EMBRACING NEPAL

A group of AISA students learn about space exploration 
during an exciting visit to Space Camp Turkey

By: Kirby Nanias, Teacher – Grade 8 Math and Science

THE FINAL FRONTIER

Earlier this Spring, twelve of our Grade 8 students took a trip to Space Camp Turkey to learn about the science 
behind space travel and the exploration of our own solar system!  After landing in the beautiful city of Izmir, we 
were met by Space Camp staff and completed our travels with a short bus ride to the High-Tech Industrial Park 
in the Aegean free zone. The campus has the capacity to house and accommodate up to 325 students from 
around the world, and is one of three space camps of this magnitude worldwide.  

Highly trained and enthusiastic counselors led our students through each day of exciting and technical 
activities. Students spent substantial time in the Robotics Lab, engineering and programming custom robots 
to traverse obstacle courses. Teams competed against each other to take home prizes for best engineering 
and programming.  The hands-on approach to learning at Space Camp Turkey allowed the students the 

opportunity for instantaneous feedback on different design activities and approaches to understanding, from aerodynamic designs of student-built-and-
launched rockets, to competitions for the longest lasting hand-built re-entry shields that were tested to failure.  Every aspect of life in space was covered and 
explained in great detail, right down to the importance of hydroponics to grow food to sustain life. Samples were also sent home with the students to apply this 
new knowledge and perform long-term tests of their own.  

We got to experience the rooftop planetarium, where we learned to identify constellations, planets, and stars in the night sky and scanned the horizons with 
the 13-inch Dobsonian telescope to get an up-close view of Saturn and Venus. A highlight for our students was testing out the eight NASA-inspired simulators, 
which offered students a chance to feel what it’s like to live and work in space.  The anti-gravity wall let students hang mid-air, simulating a space walk in no 
gravity!  A coordinated shuttle launch simulator to the International Space Station and return trip to Earth was completed with the students filling duties of 
Shuttle Commander, Communication Officer, CAPCOM, and Flight Director to showcase the power of teamwork blended with the newest technologies. Finally, 
students were able to explore the city of Izmir during a day of walking, shopping, and eating local foods and experiencing another culture firsthand.  We are very 
proud of our eighth-graders for taking advantage of this opportunity to further their knowledge in the sciences and for taking on a new adventure!

The students [filled] duties 
of Shuttle Commander, 
Communication Officer, 

CAPCOM, and Flight Director 
to showcase the power of 

teamwork blended with the 
newest technologies

This spring, for their Week Without Walls, AISA’s Grade 9 class went on a journey to Nepal. “After eight days in Nepal, we would never be the same, as the country 
is so welcoming of visitors, so colorful and mysterious,” one of the students reflected. “Our daily events included six hours of mountain biking, rock wall climbing, 
trekking, river rafting, camping, volunteering in a mountain school, market shopping, and the best activity of all, sitting around the campfire and having s’mores!” 
recalled another.

The students were able to work in a village mountain school painting classrooms and shifting rocks.  Also a volleyball match was planned against a local village 
team.  The AISA students worked hard to overcome the villagers, but they were experts, as they played in a Kathmandu league. 

Towards the end of the 2014-2015 academic year, thirty-seven AISA students, aged between 9 and 14 years, 
traveled to Dubai to participate in the Gulf International Model United Nations (MUN) Association conference 
for the first time. During the three-day conference, participants were introduced to how the United Nations 
(UN) operates and then worked with students from other UAE schools to create a mock session of the UN. 
Students were assigned a country and researched their country’s stance on real world problems, such as 
the role of women in developing economies and world hunger. They then worked with delegates from other 
“countries” to attempt to produce a viable 
solution to an international problem. 

It was a great learning experience for these young students and they are eager to participate 
in future Model UN conferences. Grade 8 student, Rudaina Khalil, reflected, “MUN is one of the 
best things I have ever done. You become absorbed in the activity, and you learn to become 
passionate about what you are doing. It opened up my eyes to what is going on in the world, 
and what people actually do to help. You learn how to debate properly, to speak well in public, 
and how to get your point across. MUN was an amazing experience. I can’t wait to do it again 
next year.” Middle School student Ahmed Darwish added, “In Model United Nations I learned 
about the role of women and other huge worldwide problems. I enjoyed MUN a lot because 
it had different varieties of learning techniques and problems to solve. From MUN I learned 
that I still need to work on reading and writing and I want to find out more about worldwide 
problems. I really want to go back to MUN because it is something creative for me and it had 
many unforgettable moments.” 

AISA diplomats propose solutions to international 
issues at the Model United Nations

By: Sabrina Sambola, IB Primary Years Program Coordinator 

FUTURE GLOBAL LEADERS

MUN is one of the best things I 
have ever done. It opened up my 

eyes to what is going on in the 
world, and what people actually 

do to help

Leaving with lifetime memories, the travellers 
came back with a firm place in their hearts for this 
enchanting country, having enjoyed a rich and 
rewarding experience. However, just weeks after 
their return to Abu Dhabi, a devastating earthquake 
shook Nepal. 

In an effort to support the country, AISA’s Grade 
8 students took the initiative to raise funds. After discussing what had happened with their 
class, they came up with some fundraising ideas and took them to the administration team. 
Together, they arranged a number of events to raise money for the people affected, and all of 
the secondary school was keen to help out. Free dress, bake sales and football matches are 
always fun, and it’s all even better when you know that the money is going to a good cause!

In the end, students raised over 
AED 10,000, which went to a charity 
called “Save the Children.” The 
money was to be used initially to help 
provide emergency aid such as water 
containers, blankets and tents to the 
Nepalese people. In the long term, 
the charity will be used to help restore 
education through the Kathmandu 
Valley. 

The AISA community did a fantastic 
job and we were really happy with 
what we managed to do to help.

Leaving with lifetime 
memories, the travellers came 
back with a firm place in their 

hearts for this enchanting 
country

AMERICAN INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL IN ABU DHABI (AISA) AMERICAN INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL IN ABU DHABI (AISA) 
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DIS’ Arabic and Islamic students showcase their 
language and learning skills at the schools’ events

By: Nassera Ali Soliman, Islamic Education teacher
       Rania Hindiyeh & Montaha Al Labadi, Arabic/AFL teachers

A CULTURAL SHOWCASE

DIS Student scores top position in world’s top 100 
in UKMT’s Intermediate Mathematical Olympiad

By: Nikki Upsall, Mathematics Teacher  

WORLD CLASS 
MATHEMATICS

Earlier this Spring, Shuntaro Muto, a Year 10 student in Mr. Bright’s class at DIS, took part in the Intermediate 
Mathematical Olympiad.  He had earned his place in the competition by placing in the top 2000 entries in the 
UK Maths Trust (UKMT) Challenge aimed at students in the year above.  The UKMT conducts various individual 
challenges throughout the year with over 600,000 entries from 4,000 schools worldwide. 

Shuntaro broke the school record to qualify 
for the Olympiad, nothing new for him as 
he also holds the record for the Senior 

Challenge, the perplexing competition aimed at students in their final year of school.

The Olympiad paper is extremely challenging, with a recommendation to students sitting it 
to attempt two questions out of six, giving students a chance to score a good mark out of 20. 
The questions on the Olympiad papers are intended to be different and really stretch pupils. 
They are made to look unusual, so that it is not immediately obvious to the students how they 
should go about solving them.  Shuntaro answered 5 questions, 4 of them perfectly, dropping 
only a single mark on the other, giving him 49 marks, and setting yet another DIS record.  

This score puts Shuntaro in the top 100 students in his age group worldwide. He adds this to 
the first place result he obtained in the Junior Varsity Maths Competition, an annual event held 
in Dubai in which the top schools send the very best mathematicians to compete in team and 
individual competitions.  The strength of DIS’ Mathematics programme was demonstrated 
clearly by the dominant performance, taking the top two awards for the team competition and 
four of the top five individual awards.

Shuntaro broke the school 
record to qualify for the 

Olympiad, nothing new for him 
as he also holds the record for 

the Senior Challenge

DEIRA INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL (DIS)

In the 2014-2015 academic year, the Arabic & Islamic departments at DIS held two fantastic events, that had 
a very positive impact on students, teachers, parents and the local community.

Towards the beginning of the year, Year 5 and 6 students performed the first Arabic musical “Aladdin” 
on the stage at Deira International School. They had the opportunity to show pride in their heritage and 
marvelous language through an atmosphere steeped in talent and audio-visual effects. It was an outstanding 
performance that the parental and educational community commended greatly.

The show was then invited to attend the KHDA’s 
“What Works” conference as the opening act. 
This experience was a true reflection of the 
dedication of the Arabic department team as well 
as Primary students in their efforts to enrich and 
promote our great Arabic language.

Later during the year more than 150 DIS 
students participated in the Annual Holy Qur’an 
competition.  Participants are judged based on 
a specific criteria taking into consideration their 
recitation and memorization of the Holy Surah’s. 
An award ceremony for the participants, winners 
and outstanding students was later held at the 
school to celebrate the achievements of all 
involved.

DIS recognizes the importance of Outdoor 
Education for students and provides 
opportunities for students and teachers to 
experience a variety of curriculum-related 
outdoor, charitable and environmental 
education activities. The school aims to 

maximize opportunities to take education out of the classroom. Recent examples include:

The Duke of Edinburgh Awards (International Award): Students at DIS have a great opportunity 
to participate in an internationally recognized qualification while having fun and developing a 
range of exciting new skills. As part of the Duke of Edinburgh (locally known outside the UK as 
the International Award) students participate in a range of activities at school and at home. 

International Trips: An incredible cultural education trip to Borneo takes place every 2 years 
for students in Years 6  7. There are educational visits to national parks, wildlife sanctuaries  
cultural villages. There are many adventures in the forests, in the mountains and in the sea! 
Borneo has outstanding conservation areas that are used to support environmental and 
scientific research.

The very popular annual school ski  snowboard trip to Austria was open to Year 7, 8  9 students. 
Some students in the group had previously never experienced what it felt like to be in snow or 
in a mountainous environment. After just 6 days on the slopes, everybody in the group was a 
proficient skier or snowboarder!  

A senior trip to Iceland had links to core material taught across various curricula. There were 
excursions with specific relevance to Geography, Geology, Science, and Travel & Tourism. 
Activities included visits to the Blue Lagoon, the famous Golden Circle route, crater lakes, 
waterfalls, glaciers, earthquake exhibitions centres, geothermal areas  we even saw the 
famous Northern Lights (the Aurora Borealis).

Upon their return, students’ learning experiences are further enhanced through analyses and 
presentations with parents receiving feedback reports at the end of the trips.

DIS’ various outdoor education opportunities 
provide enriching learning experiences for students 
of all ages

By: Haydon Kerr, Outdoor Education Coordinator

BEYOND CLASSROOM 
WALLS

[DIS] aims to maximize 
opportunities to take 
education out of the 

classroom

This experience was a true 
reflection of the dedication of 

the Arabic department team as 
well as Primary students in their 

efforts to enrich and promote our 
great Arabic language

DEIRA INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL (DIS)
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Not just scribbles or pretty sculptures, expressive 
art projects help young children build an array of 
essential skills 

By: Tanya Milborne, Class Teacher

EXPRESSIVE ARTS IN THE 
EARLY YEARS

Inspire pilots its new Peace Pals program, linking 
with nursery schools throughout the world to 
share information, ideas and friendship

By: Lisa Lewis, Inspire Nursery Manager

PEACE PALS 

Peace Pals is inspired by the incredible passion of children and their teachers across the world. 21st century 
teaching includes designing learning experiences that expose children to real world problems, connect them to 
other classrooms and people outside the walls of their school, and foster skills such as creativity, curiosity, empathy, 
resilience and collaboration. Inspire’s OneTribe program aims to do just that in the early years, as well!
      
Through our Peace Pals module, we have linked with a nursery school in Uganda to share information, ideas 
and friendship, where children learn about 
diversity, cultures and different ways of life. With 
technology enabling us to be ever closer to each 

other, Peace Pals see us communicating with “Ryabiregye Nursery School” via the Internet 
through blog and photo sharing!

We have been extremely lucky to receive a beautiful crafted scrapbook from our Ugandan 
friends, showing us their facilities, the games they play, pictures of the teachers and children 
too.  For one of our Spring projects, we shared our wonderful gardening project, growing 
plants and showcasing how we care for nature. We put this together in the form of a video 
presentation and shared it with them via email and Facebook.  We also sent them a scrapbook 
made by our children, showcasing their friends, teachers and what they like to do at nursery, 
together with some chalks, pencils, books and more.

Similarly, our Peace Pals link school had a food project whereby the pupils, together with their 
teachers, prepared African and international food. African food included matooke (bananas), 
groundnuts flour and international food included macaroons and tomato soup.

The children have had a lovely time looking at the scrapbooks and photos being sent and learning about new friends in Uganda. We have also sent some activity 
ideas in the form of our ‘Mighty Minutes’ – short simple fun activities, supporting our link teachers in delivering fun and easy learning activities for the children.

The children have had a 
lovely time looking at the 
scrapbooks and photos 
being sent and learning 

about new friends in 
Uganda

INSPIRE CHILDREN’S NURSERY

By the age of one all children pick up brushes, crayons and pencils and spontaneously begin to scribble, paint and draw on pretty much any surface they can find. 
As time progresses they will begin to expand on the meaning of their scribbles and swirls. They will give names and detailed descriptions of what is occurring on 
their piece of paper, canvas or even the odd wall in their home. To most adults these early infant creations simply resemble all the colors of the rainbow mixed 
into one giant mud pie! Most of us, unfortunately, judge our children’s works of art on how accurately they resemble what we see from an adult point of view. 
Almost all parents and carers overlook the importance of these early childhood masterpieces frequently asking their children “That’s pretty but what is it?” We 
must always remember that no matter how accurately or inaccurately the finished work of art resembles our perception of the world, it is of no consequence to 
the child. The only thing that matters to our toddlers is the reaction we give them after receiving these wonderful, individual and unique gifts.

Sport in the Early Years encourages children to 
develop into confident young team players, ready 
to take a chance, make choices, and communicate 
with others

By: Lisa Lewis, Inspire Nursery Manager

SPORTS AROUND  
THE WORLD

During the Spring term, Inspire’s program 
was enriched with a vast array of sporting 
events. Following our ‘OneTribe’ multi-cultural 
program the nursery’s sport events have 
encompassed those played widely around 
the world.  Since the weather was cool we 
were able to play more outdoors and children 
engaged in the Boston Marathon, Wimbledon, 

Grand National Horse Races, Tour De France, Rugby Cup and more. Our Pre-K classes also 
learned about the sports, where they come from, what equipment is used for the games and 
making their own equipment too!

Out on the “field,” which was the transformed Inspire garden, children began cheering 
their teammates to the finishing line, displaying a growing sense of sportsmanship and 
encouragement, which was priceless to see. Through these wonderful world-renowned 
sporting events, children were taught coordination, speed and agility, while having fun in a safe 
and nurturing environment.

Playing a range of sports benefits children, not only physically, but also academically and 
socially, and helps develop motor skills, strategy, thinking and math skills.  Sports help 
develop leadership skills, and teach children to work together as a team. During these years, 
fundamental motor skills and basic movement patterns (e.g., walking, running, galloping, 
jumping, hopping, skipping, throwing, catching, striking, kicking, balancing), begin to develop. If 
children are encouraged to be physically active, these skills can develop into advanced patterns 
of motor coordination that can last a lifetime.

You’re wondering how we can achieve this at such a young age? Well in these early years, we are building children’s physical, social  emotional skills, to be confident 
at trying new things, to develop a sense of achievement and pride when they have participated, to support and help their friends and most importantly to have 
fun while they are learning.  By building these skills in the early years we ensure that children have a firm foundation to build on when they enter formal schooling.

Children began cheering their 
team mates to the finishing 

line, displaying a growing 
sense of sportsmanship and 
encouragement, which was 

priceless to see

Picasso once stated that he wished he could paint as well as a child. At Inspire our methodology of teaching 
Expressive Art, Craft and 3D design is designed to spark creativity, stimulate the imagination and expand 
the child’s point of reference. We encourage flexibility of thinking and the freedom of interpretation and 
expression in each and every individual, as no two children will ever complete a set task in the same way. 

We must always remember that each work of art is as 
different and unique as the child who created it. The 
finished result is a direct representation of his or her 
emotions, tastes, interests, perceptual awareness, 
cognitive and physical development.

Many people will query what the merit and importance is 
of painting or creating dinosaurs made out of cardboard 
boxes and tubes in a preschool setting. There are many, 
such as the development of fine manipulative motor 

skills, which aids the child’s hand eye coordination, concentration and manual dexterity levels; facilitating 
a firm foundation for preschool curricular writing abilities; and preschool scientific investigative skills. 
Numeracy, literacy and language and communication skills are all fostered when embarking on such a 
project, even concepts of sharing, taking turns and helping others are all areas of the curriculum covered in 
a simple ‘Let’s build a dinosaur’ art activity. These essential skills are primarily achieved in this environment 
through expressive art and craft, drawing, painting, cutting, pasting, sticking and mixed media collage work. 
As a natural byproduct of these classes children also learn about the wonderful world of colors, shapes, 
textures, sizes and dimensions.

At Inspire our methodology of 
teaching Expressive Art, Craft 
and 3D design is designed to 

spark creativity, stimulate the 
imagination and expand the 

child’s point of reference

INSPIRE CHILDREN’S NURSERY
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UAS teachers take part in standardized testing by 
KHDA’s TEST4GOOD to promote awareness and 
raise funds for the Dubai Autism Centre

By: Simone Sebban, Secondary Principal

TESTING TEACHERS

UAS Fine Arts Boosters (FAB) pulled the entire 
school community together to promote arts and 
cultural awareness

By: Eric Webb, Elementary Principal

FAB SHOW BY FAB 10

On April 22, 2015, the curtain at the UAS 
Multi-Purpose Hall went up before a sold-out 
audience of over 600.  During the following 
hour and a half, the audience was enthralled 
by versions of 14 Broadway songs performed 
by a cast that totaled more than 135 students, 

faculty, and community members.  Practices, with top-flight equipment, had been taking place 
for more than three months and the costumes, sets, sound and lights, choreography, and 
make-up approached professional quality. The FAB Broadway Revue was truly a spectacular 
production and success.

Over the years, the Fine Arts Booster Club has worked to promote the arts in the UAS 
community through a variety of projects involving the entire school. With each ambitious 
project, barriers fell, dialogues opened and great relationships were forged, The FAB Broadway 
Revue is just one such example.

A total of 14 popular Broadway numbers were carefully selected and woven together to tell 
a story set in Dubai. The opening number, “Circle of Life” from Disney’s “Lion King”, originally 
set in the vast plains of Africa, was transplanted to Dubai. The production commenced with the 
sun rising on a new day in a city that opens its arms to expatriates from all over the world.  The song, “Do You Hear the People Sing” from “Les Misérables,” was 
performed in two languages whilst the performers marched in unison with colored flags, proudly displaying strength in diversity.

The FAB mothers, ten in number, led by the indefatigable Ghia Haddad, worked tirelessly to blend the talents and efforts of students from all levels of the school, 
as well as faculty, administration, support staff, and talented volunteers from the community. The revue was a perfect example of the well-planned pursuit of 
the FAB mission: “to promote literature, performing arts and visual arts at the school as a means to strengthen the sense of community, provoke positive social 
change, create cultural awareness and raise funds to enrich our arts and language departments.”

The costumes, sets, sound 
and lights, choreography, 
and make-up approached 

professional quality

UNIVERSAL AMERICAN SCHOOL (UAS)

On May 3, 2015, teachers became 15-year-old students and sat a sample “Program for International Student 
Assessment” (PISA) test, which was administered to students earlier in the same month. This was part of a campaign 
led by the Knowledge and Human Development Authority of Dubai (KHDA) to raise awareness about standardized 
testing and to support the Dubai Autism Centre.

Grade 11 students took charge and roles were reversed. Teachers experienced being students and completing a 
test under exam conditions. The students supervised and graded the tests. The PISA test is administered every 3 
years to 15-year-olds across the world, and the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) 

Building internal capacity for learning continues to be the focus at UAS.  All through the spring and summer at 
the school, teachers are focused on improving their professional practices and integrating school-wide goals, 
all the time learning together. 

Earlier this year, UAS teachers hosted a mini-conference on the school’s campus.  23 teachers provided 
workshops for their peers demonstrating that a school community that learns together grows together. 
The sessions covered topics of a broad range, which included strategies to address higher level questioning 

strategies, reading recovery methods, brain-based learning research and a multitude of technology approaches. Commonly, teachers commented that they did 
not know that their peers had this knowledge even though they worked 
in the same building or down the hall from one another.  “It is very 
reassuring to know that I have access to a great amount of expertise 
right here on campus,” one teacher noted.  

Why is this important?

This learning organization approach is important to ALL UAS and Esol 
Education students and families, as this is part of our work to become 
a more effective and high achieving organization.  Clearly the global 
landscape is changing for our students as they leave our schools for 
higher education.  Students now need to have more than “just the 
basics,” which means our investment in our learning must also take 
our educators to the next level.  It is common sense for us to realize 
that our most important resource in our educational programs is our 
teachers. We believe in investing in them and helping them learn new 
approaches and strategies to become the best teachers possible. 
This investment then translates into a strong school program for our 
students! It is good for the kids, good for the teachers and good for 
the school.

UAS hosts a mini-conference run by teachers, for 
teachers, covering a diverse array of topics centered 
on improving the teaching craft

By: Andrew Torris, Director, UAS

TEACHERS TEACHING 
TEACHERS

We believe in investing in 
them and helping them 

learn new approaches and 
strategies to become the 

best teachers possible

uses the results of the test to rank participating 
countries. 

Last year, His Highness Sheikh Mohammad 
Bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice-President and 
Prime Minister of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai, 
put forward a National Agenda, which included 
raising Dubai’s world ranking for PISA test 
results. We also had a chance to support the 
Dubai Autism Centre by donating funds.

It was a lot of fun and for a good cause. “For me, 
it was actually quite stressful since I thought 
there was a time limit to the questions. It was 
really insightful to feel how the stress limited 
my creative thinking in trying to solve the 
problems. It is something I have forgotten from 

The PISA test is 
administered every 3 years 

to 15 year olds across 
the world

UNIVERSAL AMERICAN SCHOOL (UAS)

my childhood days, and very illuminating to feel again, as an adult being on the other side of the fence,” said Mathematics Teacher, Daniel Bozi.

Margaret Raleigh, an English Teacher at UAS remarked, “This got me thinking: what do students do if they really don’t understand a subject?  How do they 
muddle through it without destroying their grades?  It proves the point that cross-curriculum teaching really is a necessity even before high school.  Cross-
curriculum teaching ensures that students learn at least a little something about all subjects, and hopefully that no student will have to guess on the Math 
questions on a PISA test!”  
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AISE Grade 7 students take a hands-on approach 
to mummification

By: Judy Lambert, Grade 7 Ancient Civilizations

MUMMY MIA!

AISE’s new photography club helps student 
explore this fascinating art form

By: Kevin Roy, Grade 8 English Teacher

SHUTTERBUGS

Last year found AISE with a Middle School Photography Club, an enthusiastic group of about a dozen students 
who, under the tutelage of Mr. Roy, boldly switch their camera settings off AUTOMATIC before taking on the world 
of image. Exploring the mechanical/technical aspects of aperture, shutter speed, focal length, and light sensitivity, 
participants are successfully turning casual “snaps” into well-composed photographs.

Every other Tuesday, students meet to hear 
lectures and watch educational videos about 

various topics in photography. After that it’s out and about the school to capture photos. Each 
class is assigned a challenge to capture specific types of images by manipulating their cameras. 
One day it might be “depth of field” (focus), another day, stop-action, the next, finding patterns 
or photographing things from unique angles. If you hang out after school on Tuesdays there’s a 
good chance you would be a willing or accidental victim of one of their photographs.

Pictures taken, students head back to the classroom to upload photos onto the computer. 
Now it’s opportunity to critique each others work, do some editing, and most important, 
gain that sense of accomplishment that comes with having “captured” a great shot, where 
the subject is in focus and the background is a perfect mass of blurred color, or freezing the 
moment a football players foot strikes the ball. 

Finally, students head off with an assignment to take some night shots or family and pet 
portraits or images of the world happening on the streets around their homes for sharing with 
the club. What they’re finding is that to be a photographer means they’re always looking, always have their camera, and at times, are just a little bit annoying.  But 
hey, how annoyed can you really get when a good natured person with a weird looking contraption around their neck looks at you and reminds you to, “Smile!”

Each class is assigned 
a challenge to capture 

specific types of images by 
manipulating their cameras

AMERICAN INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL IN EGYPT - MAIN CAMPUS (AISE-MAIN)

As part of their Ancient Civilizations course, Grade 7 students here at AISE study ancient Egypt.  This year they really got up close and personal with an exciting 
project.  As a precursor to our activity, we read all about the process of mummification, and students became experts on each stage, including why and how 
organs were removed and saved, and what happened to the body through all the stages, from cleaning, to preserving, to beautifying, to burying.

Then came December 11, project day!  Into the room came boxes of salt and baking soda, plastic gloves and towels, bins and vinegar………and chickens!  We 
were mummifying chickens!  It was noisy and messy and so much fun.  We named them.  Betty Boop and Sporty and Angel Face and Queen Latifah and Bob 
the Builder were lovingly taken care of.  At each stage we compared how the ancient Egyptians and modern seventh graders performed the process.  As an 
example, the body had to be cleaned to remove bacteria.  They used wine, we used vinegar.  Egypt is blessed with a natural product called natron, which was used 
to dry out the body as it sat for 70 days, and we made our own natron using salt and baking soda.  

As their teacher, it was fun to watch the faces as each got brave enough to put their hand inside the chicken, or when someone had to go outside when they felt 
nauseated.  Even the guards came in to take pictures and to help kids when kids weren’t brave enough to touch something.

By the end of the day, our classroom was lined with 
bins filled with 25 chickens covered in natron. Each 
had its name on the outside, just like the coffins of 
old. We had hoped to wait for the 70 days used for 
the process in ancient times, but within a week the 
stench in the classroom was so bad that we voted 
to have a VERY early burial!  In ancient times, the 

funeral was accompanied with much wailing and parading and so that’s just what we did for 5 periods 
during the day as we buried our now beloved chickens.  

You can bet that every seventh grader at AISE knows exactly how mummification works!

Young children learn to explore and investigate the world around them. This is a natural part of a child’s 
learning process.  Science in Grade 1 is a mix of hands-on investigations and exploration as well as some 
teaching, discussing and getting facts from other media such as books, videos and the Internet.  Grade 1 
had a full year in science: how matter interacts with water; the lifecycle and needs of plants; eye on the sky (all 
about the Sun, Moon and Earth); force and 
motion and finally our unit on animals.  The 
teachers in Grade 1 used the Virginia State 

Standards to guide their instruction and used an inquiry-based model of instruction. Students’ 
questions and prior knowledge guided each unit. Each teacher used the standards to create 
their own learning environment to meet the needs of their students.  

We started the year by discussing who scientists are, what they do and why science is so 
important.  The young scientists also learned the importance of observing and recording. Our 
first investigation was all about how “mystery” solids and liquids interact with water.  Students 
learned to make and confirm predictions as well as write about the results.  

Next, the first-graders were classroom botanists.  Students learned about the needs of plants; 
plant parts; types of plants and the life cycle of plants. We also learned about the many plant-
based products that are part of our daily lives.  All the classroom botanists had a chance to 
plant a variety of seeds and observed the growth.

Young astronomers! Our “Eye on the Sky” was a short unit on how our Sun, Moon and Earth interact. We learned about shadows, how the Sun warms the Earth 
and how these three stellar bodies interact.  Many of the teachers had students write short reports about the importance of our Sun. 

A favorite unit was all about forces and motion. This year we integrated the FOSS hands-on science kit to explore how objects move - including rolling, and 
spinning, straight and curved motion.  Wow…we had so much fun! Students created spinning tops using discs and straws and vehicles with wheels and straws 
(they learned that the straws acted as axles).  Students also created roller coasters with marbles and tubes. 

Our final unit went back to life sciences as students learned about the needs of animals and learned to classify animals by their features. Students were 
introduced to the 5 basic groups of animals: amphibian, bird, fish, mammal and reptile. Each teacher had students work on different projects that integrated this 
information. This included wonder bubbles, shadow boxes with reports, computer presentations, and individual reports on favorite animals.

As educators we are all hopeful that the excitement about science is carried into our students’ future learning, and that we have had some small part in creating 
the next great scientist. 

First-graders at AISE-Main had a fascinating year 
exploring science from all angles

By: Kristine Tolman, Grade 1 Teacher

ALL ABOUT SCIENCE 

Students created spinning 
tops using discs and straws 

and vehicles with wheels and 
straws…rollercoasters with 

marbles and tubes

At each stage we compared 
how the ancient Egyptians 

and modern seventh graders 
performed the process

AMERICAN INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL IN EGYPT - MAIN CAMPUS (AISE-MAIN)
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Technology tools enhance Spanish language 
learning and encourage cultural immersion at 
AISE-West

By: Marianna Morales, IBDP Spanish Teacher 

INTEGRATING 
TECHNOLOGY IN THE 
SPANISH CLASSROOM

AISE-West hosted three of Egypt’s economic 
leaders for a discussion on current issues with 
our IB Economics students at the senior school’s 
simulation of the Egypt Economic Development 
Conference
By: Hanan Ezzeldin, IB Economics Teacher

ECONOMICS CONFERENCE 
SIMULATION

On April 22, the IB Economics department hosted a simulation of the Egypt Economic Development Conference 
(EEDC) on campus. We invited three prominent guest speakers who have an influential role in Egypt’s economy 
to share their experiences with the Grade 11 Economics students in a mini-conference of our own. The real 
conference took place in Sharm-El-Sheikh in March 2015. 

The students were prepared beforehand with 
assignments and class activities to reflect 
on the main events of the conference and to 
prepare for the simulation. 

Mr. Ahmed Zahran, co-founder of KarmSolar, 
led the discussion about the importance of alternative sources of energy and investments 
behind mega projects like the Suez Canal and the new capital investments. Mr. Ahmed El 
Guindy, managing director of EFG Hermes, discussed the importance of investment in Egypt 
and the role that the stock market plays to gauge the sentiment in the market for investments. 
Mr. Omar El Sheneity, managing director of Multiples Group and an economic advisor and 
writer, wrapped up the day by evaluating the conference in terms of overall effectiveness as 
well as by giving an overview of the current Egyptian economy and how we interact with the 
rest of the world.

The students were engaged, informed and actively leading the discussions with the speakers 
during the talks making them interactive and stimulating. Omar El Sheneity wrapped up his talk 
by saying, “This has been one of the most interesting and engaging conversations I have had 
about the Egypt Economic Development Conference since it took place.” The conference was a success and helped the students experience firsthand a slice 
of reality, fitting in perfectly well with the IB learner profile.

This has been 
one of the most interesting 
and engaging conversations 
I have had about the Egypt 

Economic Development 
Conference since 

it took place

AMERICAN INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL IN EGYPT - WEST CAMPUS (AISE-WEST)

One of the most important, yet challenging, aspects of teaching a second language is helping the students immerse themselves in the environment of the 
places where that language is spoken, in the surrounding culture and the dynamics of the communication. Our day-to-day interactions with students must 
provide these opportunities, and we are trying to achieve this goal by integrating technology into our lessons.

In the last quarter of the academic year, the Spanish classes in the IBDP program and in High School employed technology tools to enhance the learning 
process. 

AISE-West was first introduced to StARS, the Saint Andrews Refugee Services organization towards the 
end of the 2013-2014 academic year through Ms. Katharine Hutson and Ms. Beth Ibrahim. As part of the IB 
CAS service program, Ms. Hutson and I decided to introduce our then eleventh graders to volunteers from 
StARS and create opportunities for them to help. Ms. Melinda Maule, a representative from StARS, gladly 
came to the school with a presentation about their refugees and what StARS do to help them in Egypt. Their 
incoming refugees are mostly of African 
origin, with a minority of other nationalities 
such as Syrian. Most of these refugees are 

unfortunately unaccompanied minors who have fled their home country leaving behind family 
members, if any had remained. 

In 2013-2014, with the organization of the CAS students, AISE-West was able to host a small 
and successful social event where about 30 young adults were welcomed to our campus 
to play football, socialize with our students and have lunch together. Many of our unclaimed 
clothing items from “lost and found’ were donated to the visitors. 

In the first term of 2014-2015, two of our senior class members; Omar Shaheen and Hussein 
El Guindy, organized a school-wide Walkathon as their CAS project. They raised slightly over 
35,000 LE to donate to StARS. Later in the year, Ms. Maule visited AISE-West for two more 
presentations to teachers and IB CAS students. The former resulted in a generous donation 
of classroom equipment for young pre-school refugee students from our Spanish teacher, 
Dolores Rodriguez. The latter also yielded a second student-organized social event by Menna 
Ayman and Salma AbdelAziz. 

Enabling students to reach out to the greater community and offer their services is a great achievement in building global citizenship. We are hopefully looking 
forward to an annual and regular collaboration in the future between our students, StARS, and other service projects.

AISE-West IB CAS students work in collaboration with 
a local organization to aid African refugees in Cairo

By: Dina Sonbol - Science Teacher & IB CAS Coordinator

A YEAR OF 
ACCOMPLISHMENTS WITH 
StARS

Enabling students to reach 
out to the greater community 

and offer their services is a 
great achievement in building 

global citizenship

Grade 11 of the Spanish ab Initio class, worked 
on Voicethread, a tool that allows us to share 
and make comments on pictures and videos 
by either speaking or typing. The work was 
done online and it proved to be a valuable 
tool. For the project, the students imagined 
they lived and had a house in a Spanish-
speaking city that was declared “Patrimony of 
Humanity” by the UNESCO. They researched 
these cities and designed the interior of their 

imaginary houses. The main goal of the project was to facilitate student discussion of real and 
relevant material from the Spanish-speaking world. The project would also be used in future 
lessons for expanding new knowledge by adding new content. 

Grades 9, 10 and 12 worked on a project that involved the cooking of a dish from a Spanish speaking country. In this case, they used iMovie and uploaded the 
videos to YouTube.  The main goals were to research the typical foods from Spanish speaking countries and to demonstrate how to cook them. The language 
that each class was asked to use corresponded to their level in Spanish. Students enjoyed their projects, partly because they were free to edit the videos in a 
creative way. 

Not only did the students develop their speaking abilities and their knowledge through research, they also learned how to work with the technological tools 
provided. Encouraged by this experience, students demonstrated great capacities and motivation.

Not only did the students 
develop their speaking 

abilities and their knowledge 
through research, but they 

also had to learn how to work 
with the technological tools 

provided

AMERICAN INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL IN EGYPT - WEST CAMPUS (AISE-WEST)
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CES students visit the girls orphanage with food 
and treats collected during a recent food drive

By: CES Service Team

FOOD DRIVE 

CES Student Council members join world 
ambassadors for the Remembrance Day Service 
at the Commonwealth War Graves, Heliopolis

By: Lynne Smith, Deputy Head Secondary-Pastoral 
       Thomas Bradshaw, Head of  P.E.

LEST WE FORGET

Once again CES was honoured to be invited 
to attend the Remembrance Day Service at 
the Commonwealth War Graves (CWGC), 
Heliopolis, where members of the Student 
Council represented the school  at this 
prestigious and poignant occasion. Tala 
Zaitoun, Mirna Mehany and Michelle Emad 
(Senior students) laid the wreath on behalf 

of the school, while Mohammed Al Gebeily (Year 8), Alya Zaki and Dana Sherif (Year 9) and 
Zeina Omar (Year 7) attended on behalf of the Student Council. The service was very moving, 
remembering the millions of war dead and watching the wreaths being laid by the many 
embassies from so many different countries. Many ambassadors and armed forces personnel 
were pleasantly surprised to see our students at the service and laying the wreath. As one 
ambassador commented to us, “they are the future peace makers of this world.”  

At the end of the service, students had a chance to speak to the British Ambassador to Egypt, 
Mr. John Casson, who stated how much he liked the CES uniform, much better than the one he 
had to wear to school!  He also recounted some tales of when he was on the Student Council at 
his school. Perhaps we have some future Ambassadors in the making here at CES, too! 

A big thank you to the Student Council. It was privilege to be with you on this important day 
and to see you conduct yourselves in such an exemplary manner, gaining so many positive 
comments from other guests by the way you spoke and acted. Well done!  

The service was very moving, 
remembering the millions of 
war dead and watching the 

wreaths being laid by the 
many embassies from so 
many different countries

CAIRO ENGLISH SCHOOL (CES) 

The CES Service Team had a wonderful experience conducting a food drive and taking a busload of collected items to the girls’ orphanage in Heliopolis. It took 
quite a long time to get everything off the bus and unpacked, but with many helping hands we soon had things under control.  

As well as taking a huge amount of food we also got to spend time with our friends there. It is touching to see that many of the girls know who we are now, and 
come out to welcome us with big smiles and hugs! 

We spent the afternoon chatting, dancing, singing and playing in the garden. We were treated to some lovely biscuits, cookies  and drinks during the afternoon. 

When the tragic earthquake struck Nepal on 12 May 2015, 8,800 people lost their lives and 23,000 were 
injured. Many communities, homes, hospitals and schools were destroyed. The 7.8 magnitude quake shifted 
Mount Everest three centimetres to the southwest, such was its devastating power. Everyone that saw the 
media coverage was shocked at the power and devastation caused by the earthquake, and more quakes 
followed, bringing even more destruction loss of life. 

Cairo English School has a connection with Nepal, having travelled there in Spring 2014 as part of the 
World Challenge initiative. Many of this year’s graduates had been part of the group that travelled to Nepal, 
undertaking building work in a remote area outside Kathmandu. Consequently, the CES Service Team 

decided that, even while in the middle of both external examinations and internal assessments, the school community needed to respond. 

And what a fantastic response! Students who had been to Nepal felt a real empathy for this beautiful and magical land while students, parents and staff who saw 
the television coverage were touched by the scenes of devastation and despair. 

Into action the school community went, with bake sales, toy sales, donations from a Primary Dance, non-uniform day and a collection box at the school reception. 
At the end of the academic year, CES sent a magnificent £3,020 in response to The British School of Katmandu’s (TBS) appeal for assistance. Within hours of 
depositing the money, I received these two e-mails, firstly from Dr. John Moore, the Headmaster at TBS:

“Thank you very much for all the fundraising support. We are currently drawing up plans to begin rebuilding in the Dhading schools we work with and we are also 
helping a local school, which trains children and young women with learning difficulties such as Down Syndrome, to finish off its main building (which is a smaller 
project). Every penny raised will get to these children and young people in need so please do pass on thanks to those who have worked so hard to raise this 
fantastic sum.”

The Project leader Isaac Robinson also contacted me: “As I am sure you can imagine the recent earthquakes have affected us all at the school, particularly our 
local staff who we are supporting. However, we recognize that we are in a fortunate position and so we are also directing our efforts to the wider community 
where the devastation and need is much greater. At the moment we are working with our current charities because we can be assured that money pledged 
to our care will result in every single penny being spent on projects that TBS children and students can help them with and see develop over time. We will be 
directing our efforts to helping school rebuilding projects for our Dhading project schools, Bungamati DSA School (hearing and sight-impaired children) and the 
Disabled New Life centre. The buildings have been devastated and they served large communities of people who needed them desperately. These projects will 
benefit children, are related to education, and we know they will give long-term benefit to the children and people of Nepal. We are currently posting updates to 
our website and sending out newsletters to those that have expressed an interest in donating.”

It was very heart-warming that the final month of the academic year truly fulfilled our theme of ‘making a difference’. 

CES Students rally together to raise funds for Nepal 
working hand in hand with The British School, 
Kathmandu

By: Martyn Smith, Headmaster

THE EARTHQUAKE THAT 
MOVED A MOUNTAIN

Every penny raised will get 
to these children and young 
people in need so please do 

pass on thanks to those who 
have worked so hard to raise 

this fantastic sum

Some of the girls are very quiet 
and rarely speak while others 
were livelier. They had never 
played “Human Knot,” a game 
where you join random hands 
and then have to untangle the 
group. They loved that!  

The time to say good-bye came far too quickly. We were sad to leave but promised 
to come back again soon. The girls were sad to see us go too and came to wave us 
off. Our visits to the orphanage are as rewarding for us as they are for them. The 
girls are always happy to see us, and we come back feeling better about ourselves 
and thankful for all the things we have. 

Many of the girls know who 
we are now, and come out to 
welcome us with big smiles 

and hugs!

CAIRO ENGLISH SCHOOL (CES) 



| 23| 22

AISC Seniors show their portfolios at the annual 
Senior Art Exhibition

By: Kika Coles, Art Teacher

SENIOR ART EXHIBITION

AISC Middle School Council recognized by the 
Cyprus Department of Antiquities for their 
contributions to the Choirokoitia archeological site

By: Dr. Rachel Iannacone, Middle School Studies Teacher and     
       Cultural Heritage Studies Coordinator

RECREATING HISTORY

Earlier this year students from AISC’s Middle School Council were recognized for their contribution to 
the replanting and improvement of the Choirokoitia archeological site, as part of an event celebrating the 
International Day of Monuments and Sites.  

The ceremony marked the successful realization of the Choirokoitia Management Plan, produced by 
the Department of Antiquities 
in collaboration with the French 
Archaeological Mission and the 

Cyprus Institute. Two new pedestrian routes have been created: an archeological 
pathway introduces visitors to the excavated site while an environmental trail provides a 
comprehensive experience of the natural setting of the prehistoric settlement

Dr. Ieronymidou, Director of the Department of Antiquities,  presented AISC Students 
with certificates for their important contribution to the tree planting of the site. In 
response to the June 2013 fire, which destroyed wild vegetation, olive trees, and carob 
trees, AISC dedicated a two-year educational and service program to the site as part 
of their Cultural Heritage Studies Program. The program engages faculty, students, and 
families in educational and community-oriented activities centered on a heritage site in 
Cyprus for two academic years. June 2015 will conclude a two-year period focused on 
Choirokoitia. 

Through bake sales and school events, students raised 1,325 euros, which was used to 
plant trees throughout the site. The trees are part of the new environmental route and 
include Olea Europa, Morus Fruitless, Prunus Amygdalus, Ficus Carrica and Schinus Terebinthifolius, all of which were indigenous to the area during the Neolithic 
period. The trees were planted by the Department of Forests, which implemented a fire prevention program that includes hoses and fire breaks. 

The students who received certificates are: Omar Al Wehaib, Anastasia Semaan, Saskia Galea, Abigail Mansfield, Alex Kulbashian, Alexa Skotszko, Alina Zaripova, 
Anna Savchenko, Ayshe-Mira Yashin, Callisto Musyck, Chiara Gilardi, Daniel Merchav, Danilo Duboka , Elli Clerides, Ioanna Christodoulidou, Khaled Al Wehaib, Lily 
Joblin, Loiza Narouz, Maria Tzevelekos, Maryiam Iskendirova, Michael Tzevelekos, Nadim Farhat, Rita Fernandes, Sasha Imbleau , Victoria Dullingham.

AISC dedicated a two-year 
educational and service 

program to the [Choirokoitia] 
site as part of their Cultural 
Heritage Studies Program

This Spring, AISC senior art students held an exhibition showcasing their work and talent. The event occurs annually and showcases a selection of the 
graduates’ artwork. The AISC 2015 Grade 12 Art private view and exhibition was hailed as a great success by all of the students, artists, parents and teachers 
that attended.

AISC students, in collaboration with other Cypriot schools, held their UNITE concert for charity earlier this year. UNITE is a special annual music festival where 
students and professional musicians perform as part of a large orchestra and choir. 

Students participating in UNITE range in age from 7-19 and are diverse in musical ability and experience, as well as in cultural background. Their hard work 
culminates in an exciting and vibrant concert and the educational and social benefits gained from working collaboratively are infinite. Due to its success, UNITE 
is eagerly anticipated not only by the students and staff who participate in it, but also by the local community.

This year, for the first time, the UNITE 
Concert is dedicated to raising awareness 
and funds on behalf of children at risk of 
bullying, abuse or neglect.  In conjunction 
with all its sponsors, UNITE participants 
and organizers will donate all the proceeds 
of this musical experience to Hope For 
Children UNCRC Policy Center.  All funds 
raised will be used to assist programs 
that support the nurturing and healthy 
development of children across Cyprus.  

All children deserve a safe and positive environment in which to develop and flourish, and 
by sharing this musical event, we are very pleased to be able to make a contribution toward 
improving the lives of others in our midst.

UNITE takes pride in bringing together talented and enthusiastic students to celebrate the 
love of music and to raise awareness and support for children throughout Cyprus. The event raised over 14,000 Euros for the UN Hope for Children Beat Bullying 
Campaign and Campaign against Child Abuse. 

AISC Students participate in a music festival aimed 
at raising awareness about bullying

By: Kate Jarrold, Music Teacher

UNITE FOR CHARITY

UNITE takes pride in bringing 
together talented and 

enthusiastic students to 
celebrate the love of music 

and to raise awareness 
and support for children 

throughout Cyprus

Over the past two years, the students had been developing a portfolio based on the IB and 
American Diploma criteria. Their work is personal and conceptually interesting, reflecting their 
artistic temperaments and beliefs. The selection on display was work from each artist reflecting 
who they are and what interests them.

Audrey-Aden Faden’s work consisted of themes 
as diverse as ‘Haitian Voodoo Culture’ and 
‘Reflection’, where she explored who she is in 
search of inner happiness. Her work is visually very 
bright and colorful, although most of her colors 
are pure and free from unnecessary mixture, 
reflecting the simplicity and purity of her thoughts.

Kaylee Madere’s art engages in subjects as diverse as spirituality and boundaries being a state of 
mind rather than a disability. She tries through her work to present spirituality in tangible forms: 
being one with nature. Her positive outlook in life is communicated through all of her artwork.
 
Most of Kristina Razorenova’s artwork takes a critical view of social or political issues and questions stereotypes and generalizations. In her work, she deconstructs 
the idea of the perfect family, appearances, democracy and she engages in controversial subjects such as the burqa and the anonymous mask. 
 
Paris Papacharalambous is interested in Product Design, and this is the field that he aspires to follow.  Through his artwork he communicates his ideology of a 
better ecological future where people are not blindly following technology but respecting nature. The importance of balanced and informed decisions comes 
through most of his artwork.
 
During the private viewing, attendees had the pleasure to listen to our Music graduates, Andreas Michaelides, Christos Artemi, and Loucas Papaioannou, 
performing their own compositions.

The AISC 2015 Grade 12 Art 
private view and exhibition 

was hailed as a great success 
by students, artists, parents 
and teachers that attended

AMERICAN INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL IN CYPRUS (AISC) AMERICAN INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL IN CYPRUS (AISC)
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UCA’s pre-school students excitedly look forward 
to their annual 100 days celebrations

By: Walter Day, Director

100 DAYS

UCA strengthens its Model United Nations 
(MUN) program as students gain top awards for 
participation

By: Walter Day, Director

DIPLOMATIC 
DELEGATIONS

The Lebanese American University’s (LAU) Model United Nations (MUN) program, under the vision and 
leadership of Dr. Joseph J. Jabbra and in association with the United Nations Association continues to be a 
huge success for UCA students.  Students from high schools throughout Lebanon participate, including UCA 
students.  Over 1,000 students from high schools throughout Lebanon, including UCA, participated this year 
in this important initiative.

Students participate in several 
seminars and activities throughout 
the school year to learn the skills 

required for active and successful participation in the final congress activity.  It is quite 
a sight to see so many students from so many schools in Lebanon come together on 
common ground to explore how to make the world a better place in which to live.

Each school is limited in the number of delegates based on the size of the school.  UCA’s 
participation has grown as steadily as the school has grown. Mr. Bassam Akl (Social 
Studies Coordinator) provides faculty leadership for the MUN program at UCA.  During 
each of the past MUN events, UCA students have won significant awards, and 2015 
continued that tradition.

UCA Middle School and High School student received the highest number of awards for 
any year of participation.  Five High School students and three Middle School students 
received recognition during the congress.  High School students Jad Jurdi, Tala Azzam 
and Kamal Abou Faraj were honored for “position papers,” while Nour Ghanem and Rota 
Yehya were recognized in the area of “diplomacy.”

Middle School students represented France and also performed well in their congress, with three students, Akram Chehayeb, Perla Sakr and Rana Marrouche, 
being recognized for their “position paper.”

In two of the last four years, a UCA student was selected as the Secretary General of the conference.  This year for the first time a UCA student, Nour Ghanem, 
was selected as one of the ten students to represent the Lebanon Delegation at the world conference in New York.  The group came away with top honors at 
the world conference and was named the Best Delegation.

This year for the first time a 
UCA student, Nour Ghanem, 

was selected as one of the 
ten students to represent the 

Lebanon Delegation at the 
world conference in New York

UNIVERSAL COLLEGE IN ALEY (UCA)

The KG classes at UCA have established a school tradition that is strictly their own. For the past thirteen years since the Universal College reopened, the KG 
classes have marked the 100th day of the school year with a special celebration and activities.  Students look forward for several months to this special day.  
Of course, the process is one of counting and numeration, which fits nicely into the KG lesson plans on a daily basis as they learn number recognition, number 
sequencing, place values, data collection and calendar information.

The Lebanese School for the Blind 
and Deaf was founded in Baabda in 
1957 by the first lady of Lebanon, Mrs. 
Zalfa Camille Chamoun. The goal of 
the society was to establish a modern 
institute to educate blind and deaf 

children and prepare them for effective participation in the daily life of their community 
as independent and contributing members. The Lebanese School for the Blind And Deaf 
belongs to the Society of the Blind and Deaf, which is an organization subsidized by the 
Ministry of Social Affairs.

On Thursday, October 23rd, my classmates, some of my teachers, and I went on a trip to 
the Lebanese School for the Blind and Deaf because our English lesson was about the 
theme “Building Self-Confidence.” It was really fun, but a touching experience that taught 
us that whatever the difficulties are, we can be achievers.

I interviewed a lot of kids, like a seven-year-old girl, named Rawan. When I asked her what 
she would like to be when she grows up, she said she wanted to be a doctor. She also likes 
to make plays and loves to act.  Forgetting that she was blind, I asked her what her favorite 
color was, and she said it was red. I also chatted with the deaf, one of whom was named 
Marwa, a 15-year-old girl, who is in the school’s choir. The other was Safa, who likes to chop 
wood, make colored candles and draw in her free time. Those girls were so sweet and cute!

From this trip I learned that sometimes I think that my senses are of no use or not that 
helpful, but I should thank God for what he has given me. I also learned that even though a 
person is disabled, he or she can grapple with life’s obstacles and achieve the best.

UCA Grade 9 students learn valuable lessons on their 
visit to the Lebanese School for the Blind and Deaf

By: Rawan Abdel Samad, Grade 9 Student

LESSONS FOR LIFE

Forgetting that she was blind, 
I asked her what her favorite 

color was, and 
she said it was red

UNIVERSAL COLLEGE IN ALEY (UCA)

This year, the KG-1, KG-2 and KG-3 
classes kept track of the count 
diligently each day.  The excitement 
and anticipation grew and grew with 
the passing of each day on the calendar.  
The celebration included a party for 
all KG students that was very exciting.  
In the past, students would release 
100 helium-filled balloons, but for the 
past several years this practice has 
been discontinued in favor of being 
environmentally sensitive.

When all was said and done, the anticipated day finally arrived with a wonderful air of 
excitement that had an impact on the entire school.  Students participated in classroom 
parties and counting activities.  At the end of the school day the entire Pre-school gathered 
to celebrate with a final count-UP to mark this special and important day.

The process is one of counting 
and numeration, which fits 

nicely into the KG lesson plans 
on a daily basis as they learn 

number recognition, number 
sequencing, place values, 

data collection and calendar 
information
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CONTRIBUTORS 

STRIDES would like to thank all our contributors for taking the time and effort to put together submissions for 
the school news section

Andrew Torris, Director
Universal American School (UAS)

CES Service Team, Cairo English School (CES)

Dina Sonbol , Science Teacher & IB CAS Coordinator
American International School in Egypt – West Campus (AISE-West)

Dr. Rachel Iannacone, Middle School Studies Teacher and Cultural Heritage Studies Coordinator
American International School in Cyprus (AISC)

Eric Webb, Elementary Principal 
Universal American School (UAS)

Hanan Ezzeldin, IB Economics Teacher
American International School in Egypt – West Campus (AISE-West)

Haydon Kerr, Outdoor Education Coordinator
Deira International School (DIS)

Jocelyn Spears, AISA Assistant Principal 
American International School in Abu Dhabi (AISA) 

Judy Lambert, Grade 7 Ancient Civilizations
American International School in Egypt – Main Campus (AISE-Main)

Kate Jarrold, Music Teacher
American International School in Cyprus (AISC)

Kevin Roy, Grade 8 English Teacher
American International School in Egypt – Main Campus (AISE-Main)

Kika Coles, Art Teacher
American International School in Cyprus (AISC)

Kirby Nanias, Teacher – Grade 8 Math and Science
American International School in Abu Dhabi (AISA)

Kristine Tolman, Grade 1 Teacher
American International School in Egypt – Main Campus (AISE-Main)

Lisa Lewis, Inspire Nursery Manager
Inspire Children’s Nursery

Lynne Smith, Deputy Head Secondary-Pastoral
Cairo English School (CES)

Marianna Morales, IBDP Spanish Teacher 
American International School in Egypt – West Campus (AISE-West)

Martyn Smith, Headmaster
Cairo English School (CES)

Medyyah Bani Tamim, Student – Grade 8 
American International School in Abu Dhabi (AISA)

Montaha Al Labadi, Arabic/AFL teacher
Deira International School (DIS)

Nassera Ali Soliman, Islamic Education teacher
Deira International School (DIS)

Nikki Upsall, Mathematics Teacher  
Deira International School (DIS)

Rania Hindiyeh
Deira International School (DIS)

Rawan Abdel Samad, Grade 9 Student
Universal College - Aley (UCA)

Sabrina Sambola, IB Primary Years Program Coordinator 
American International School in Abu Dhabi (AISA)

Simone Sebban, Secondary Principal
Universal American School (UAS)

Tanya Milborne, Class Teacher
Inspire Children’s Nursery

Thomas Bradshaw, Head of P.E. 
Cairo English School (CES)

Walter Day, Director
Universal College - Aley (UCA)

Explore exciting careers with Esol Education, 
visit teach.esoleducation.com
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Opening in Fall 2016, American School Hong Kong (ASHK) is a non-profit, non-denominational college 
preparatory school offering a high standard, holistic American education taught by exceptional North 
American teachers. With a caring, inspiring and highly qualified faculty applying an individualized approach, 
ASHK will develop well-rounded, motivated and thoughtful global citizens who are independent critical 
thinkers, empowered with the academic, social, and entrepreneurial skills required for success in the 
21st century.

Operated by Esol Education, a leading international education organization currently educating 10,500 
students in nine schools across three continents, ASHK will provide a solid foundation for graduates, 
preparing them to attend leading universities worldwide, including USA, UK and Canada. ASHK’s features 
include:

Enrolling now for Kindergarten through Grade 6 (ages 5-12). To learn more, visit www. ashk.hk or 
contact us on +852 3974 8554 to make an appointment.

US Common Core curriculum, evolving into an IB World School, with US 
High School Diploma and Advanced Placement options
State-of-the-art laboratories, athletic facilities, music and art rooms
STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts and Mathematics) focus
Balanced subjects in Arts, Music and Drama, IT, Health and P.E.
Extracurricular, athletic, clubs and sports activities
Culture, performance and visual arts programs 
Leadership, experiential, community and social responsibility programs
Global program partnering with ASHK’s sister schools in Esol Education

American School Hong Kong

www.ashk.hk

6 Ma Chung Road
Tai Po, New Territories

T: +852 3974 8554
E: admissions@ashk.hk

INSPIRING TEACHERS
ENGAGED LEARNERS

an 

  
school


